
Clear Look Back

2020 Results in Key Districts



Who Voted

In 2020, Biden received 574,079 MORE

votes than Trump did in 2016 and 

1,381,258 MORE than Clinton in 2016.



Who Voted

• Rural includes 212 counties not accounted for in 

regional breakdowns

Projected Actual

LSP Classification Dem Votes Rep Votes Total VotesDem Votes Rep Votes Total Votes

Big 5 2,846,690 1,671,865 4,518,555 2,785,476 1,696,492 4,481,968

Exurban 1,069,854 1,206,432 2,276,286 1,141,577 1,190,219 2,331,796

Border 528,417 248,667 777,084 456,226 343,242 799,468

WTX Mid 115,451 282,655 398,106 112,537 255,220 367,757

E/NTX Mid 95,399 233,562 328,961 94,118 194,327 288,445

C/NTX Mid 130,773 188,185 318,958 138,095 159,618 297,713

Rural 470,602 1,411,807 1,882,409 508,676 2,128,308 2,636,984

Total Votes 5,257,186 5,243,173 10,500,359 5,236,705 5,967,426 11,204,131



Statewide Turnout - Breakdown

New & Non-Voting 2020 

VotersAll 2020 Voters



Closer Look - House Districts

Challenge Districts 2020 Districts Won 2018



Closer Look - House Districts

Ethnicity Turnout % Vote % Est Dem Dem Vote 

Anglo 52,617 62.4% 25.3% 13,312

Black 19,816 23.5% 95% 18,825

Hispanic 8,938 10.6% 65% 5,810

Asian/Other 2,867 3.5% 70% 2,007

Grand Total 84,322 100% 47.4% 39,954

Ethnicity Turnout % Vote % Est Dem Dem Vote 

Anglo 57,619 67% 36% 20,743

Black 17,200 20% 95% 16,340

Hispanic 8,600 10% 70% 6,020

Asian/Other 2,580 3% 70% 1,806

Grand Total 85,999 100% 52.2% 44,909

HD 96 - Drago HD 108 - Cattanach HD 112 - Chambers

Projected

Actual
Ethnicity Turnout % Vote % Est Dem Dem Vote 

Anglo 82,860 83.9% 44.1% 36,501

Black 5,326 5.4% 95% 5,060

Hispanic 8,291 8.4% 65% 5,389

Asian/Other 2,342 2.4% 70% 1,639

Grand Total 98,819 100% 49.2% 48,590

Ethnicity Turnout % Vote % Est Dem Dem Vote 

Anglo 70,918 81% 50% 35,459

Black 7,004 8% 95% 6,654

Hispanic 7,004 8% 70% 4,903

Asian/Other 2,627 3% 70% 1,839

Grand Total 87,553 100% 55.8% 48,855

Ethnicity Turnout % Vote % Est Dem Dem Vote 

Anglo 42,201 62.7% 33.3% 14,064

Black 9,576 14.2% 95% 9,097

Hispanic 9,744 14.5% 65% 6,334

Asian/Other 5,774 8.6% 70% 4,042

Grand Total 67,296 100% 49.8% 33,537

Ethnicity Turnout % Vote % Est Dem Dem Vote 

Anglo 42,879 68% 50% 16,723

Black 7,567 12% 95% 7,189

Hispanic 8,828 14% 70% 6,180

Asian/Other 3,783 6% 70% 2,648

Grand Total 63,058 100% 51.9% 32,740

(Tarrant) (Dallas) (Dallas)



Closer Look - House Districts

HD 108 - Cattanach HD 112 - Chambers

Dem Rep Total Dem %

President 57,313 43,139 100,452 57.06%

Senate 50,478 49,554 100,032 50.46%

RR 49,222 48,000 97,222 50.63%

HD Candidate 48,468 50,102 98,570 49.17%

Dropoff 8,845 -6,963 15,808

Dropoff % 15.43% -16.14% 15.74%

Dem Rep Total Dem %

President 37,294 31,120 68,414 54.51%

Senate 34,742 32,540 67,282 51.64%

RR 34,586 31,717 66,303 52.16%

HD Candidate 33,487 33,710 67,197 49.83%

Dropoff 3,807 -2,590 6,397

Dropoff % 10.21% -8.32% 9.35%



Messaging

How were Democrats portrayed to unaligned voters?



Messaging

How did Republicans position themselves?



Bottom Line Conclusions

🞆 In 2020, Texas Democrats in competitive races underperformed among 

unaligned voters, especially Anglos, by being portrayed as ideologically extreme 

and a risk versus a “reliable” Republican.

🞆 Incumbent Democrats had a larger Democratic base and a record of service to 

overcome attacks. Challengers running in harder districts had neither.

🞆 To win GOP-held seats or to compete statewide, Texas Democratic candidates 

must build a stronger and more reliable coalition that reflects mainstream values of 

Texas



Confident Look Forward

LSP 2021 Priorities



2021 Priorities - Redistricting

🞆 Protect minority voting strength in TX

Source: US Census Bureau

Texas Population and Growth in Population by Race
2010 % 2010 2019 % 2019 Increases % Tot. Increase % Race Increase

Hispanic 8,917,475 36.7% 11,511,365 39.7% 2,593,890 55.4% 29.1%

African-American 2,911,175 12.0% 3,740,469 12.9% 829,294 17.7% 28.5%

Hispanic + African-American 11,828,650 48.7% 15,251,833 52.6% 3,423,183 73.1% 28.9%

Anglo 11,325,820 46.6% 11,946,303 41.2% 620,483 13.2% 5.5%

Asian/Other 1,157,420 4.7% 1,797,745 6.2% 640,325 13.7% 55.3%

Total 24,311,890 100% 28,995,881 100% 4,683,991 100% 19.3%



Texas Values and Issues

Research Project 

Our goal: to understand how to best characterize and inoculate Democratic candidates 
and define Republicans in order to increase support from Anglo and other unaligned 
voters while not forfeiting crucial backing from core Democratic constituencies.  



Questions to be answered 

1. What are the perceived positive brands, values and overall image of Democrats 

that can be leveraged to grow support among Anglo and other unaligned voters? 

2. Where are GOP fault lines that emphasize negative traits and perceptions that push 

unaligned voters away?

3. How do we best marry the positive feedback on Democrats with negative feedback 

on Republicans to improve our brand overall and to fit within a responsible issue 

battery?



Overview

The project will include three phases:

1. Statewide election analysis

2. Commercial-style market-approach focus groups 

3. Partisan Sorting: A nontraditional polling process to explore attitudes and concerns of unaligned 

voters 



Budget & Projected Timeline 

Budget: $150,000 

Preliminary Timeline: 

March 18, 2021 North Texas Focus Group

March 25, 2021 Harris County Region Focus Group

April 1, 2021 Donor briefing and presentation of Focus group findings

April 12, 2021 Partisan Sorting Poll goes into the field

April 22, 2021 Donor briefing and presentation of poll & project recommendations

May 2021 Organize and present findings to Allies, Elected Officials, and other

key organizations to help ensure unified and tested language and 
messaging. 


